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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT:
Monday, September 19, 2005 KristinJackson: (808) 428-1625

kristin@honolulusymphony.com

THE HONOLULU SYMPHONY PRESENTS THE GUANGZHOU
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA IN AN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

The Honolulu Symphony joins Governor Lingle in celebrating the 20th
ammiversary of the Hawaii-Guangdong Sister State-Province relationship in a
special concert.

WHAT: Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra
Long Yu, conductor
Lea Woods Friedman, soprano
Cui Zheng-rong, soprano

PROGRAM:
DVORAK, Moon Aria from “Rusalka™
YUNNAN BALLAD, Flowing Water by the River
MOZART, “Misera, dove son! Ah! Non son io che parlo,” K 369
PUCCINI, Waltz “Quando m’en vo” from Boheme
JIANG SU BALLAD, Jasmine
TCHAIKOVSKY, Symphony No. 5 in E minor, Op. 64

WHEN: Tuesday, October 11 at 8:00 p.m. at the Blaisdell Concert Hall

TICKETS: $22, $30, $39, 547 and $60
Call Box Office at (808) 792-2000 or Ticketmaster at 1-877-750-
4400. Or purchase in person at Symphony Box Office and all
Ticketmaster Outlets. Order online at
www.honolulusymphony.com or at www.ticketmaster.com. 20%
discount available to seniors, students and military (in-person
only).

HONOLULU — The Honolulu Symphony, along with the State Department of Business,
Economic Development & Tourism, announced today the presentation of a special
concert by the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra on Tuesday, October 11, 2003 at the
Blaisdell Concert Hall. The governor of Guangdong Province, one of China’s largest and
most economically important provinces, will visit Hawaii October 11-13, 2003, with a
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mission of 70 officials and business people. Governor Huang Huahua was invited by
Governor Lingle to celebrate the 20" anniversary of the Hawaii-Guangdong Sister State-
Province relationship. This concert will be one of several events scheduled as part of the
anniversary celebration, which kicked off earlier this vear in Guangdong, when
Governor Lingle and Governor Huang reaffirmed the 20-vear relationship as part of a
Hawaii business, cultural, and educational mission to China.

During the visit to Guangzhou, the capital of Guangdong, Hawaii entertainers teamed
with Chinese artists to stage an impressive concert in Sun Yat Sen Memorial Hall that
showcased Hawaii’s entertainment industry and featured Amy Hanaialii Gilliom, the
Kaala Boys and performers from the Polynesian Cultural Center, together with Chinese
dancers and musicians.

Hawaii has long-established ties to Guangdong. A majority of Hawaii Chinese residents
trace their ancestry to the province and Dr. Sun Yat-sen, regarded as the “Father of
Modern China,” spent his formative years in the islands. He attended Iolani and Punahou
Schools in the late 1900’s, and received financial support from Hawaii’s business
community for his revolutionary activities.

“This event is an exciting and affirming collaboration between the Province of
Guangdong and the State of Hawaii,” said Judy Drosd, Chief Officer, Arts, Film &
Entertainment, DBEDT. We are so appreciative strong community organizations such as
the Honolulu Symphony and the Hawaii Opera Theater have so generously extended their
resources to welcome the Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra.”

Other scheduled events during the celebration include:

e A tourism seminar at the Hawaii Convention Center for travel companies
interested in doing business with Hong Kong and Guangdong, on October 12.
Forty individuals representing travel and tourism destinations and businesses will
be available to meet with Hawaii firms and institutions interested in partnership
opportunities, including travel and tourism, training, and tourism development.

¢ A photo exhibition entitled: “Dynamic Guangdong: Yesterday, Today and
Tomorrow,” will be held as a part of the “Splendor of China™ event at the
Blaisdell Center on October 8 and 9, and at Kahala Mall from October 10 to 16.

Founded in 1957, Guangzhou Symphony Orchestra (GSO) was one of the first-born
Chinese orchestras since the establishment of the New China. After decades of artistic
growth, GSO has become one of the most prestigious orchestras in China.

Maestro Long Yu, the current music director, is a Chinese conductor with an established
international reputation. He has appeared as guest conductor with numerous prestigious
orchestras and opera companies in the world. He is also the artistic director of the China
Philharmonic Orchestra and the Beijing Music Festival.
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The two soloists appearing with the orchestra are Cui Zheng-rong and L.ea Woods
Friedman. Cui Zheng-rong, is currently a soprano lyric of Guangzhou Symphony
Orchestra. She is a graduate of the China Conservatory of Music Operatic Department. In
Beijing, Ms Cui sang the title role of La Traviata, Savage Land, and GeneralSheleng.
Ms Cui appeared in the title role of Madame Butterfly with Shanghai Opera House under
the direction of Patrick Young in 2002 season. Her orchestra engagements with
orchestras of Guangzhou and Shenzhen in 2002 include subscription concert
performances of Trisand und Isolde by Wagner. She presented her solo recital ina
performance of Four Last Songs by Richard Strauss with Guangzhou Symphony
Orchestra last season.

Lyric soprano, Lea Woods Friedman made her debut with the Hawaii Opera Theater as
Barbarina in their 2001 production of Le Nozze di Figaro and subsequently returned as
Papagena in their production of The Magic Flute. She made her Honolulu

Symphony debut as the soprano solo in Beethoven's Symphony No.9 under the baton of
Maestro Samuel Wong in the same year. She subsequently sang with the Michigan
Opera, the Chauatauqua Opera, with the Indianapolis & Detroit Symphonies and made
her debut in China in 2003 with the Beijing Music Festival. She has returned to China to
sing Micaela in Carmen with the China Philharmonic Orchestra, the Guangzhou
Symphony Orchestra and the Shanghai Symphony. In 2005 she sang the role of Liu in
Hawaii Opera Theatre's production of Turandot, and returned to Shanghai to sing with
the Shanghai Opera in Carmina Burana.

Ms. Friedman was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, and received a Bachelor of Science degree
from Cornell University. She studied the Italian language at the Centro Linguistico
[taliano Dante Alighieri in Florence in order to study with Sergio Segalimi and Enza
Ferrari at the Accademia d'Arte Lirica di Osimo, and Claudia Pinza, Maurizio Arena and
Maria Chiara at Epcaso in Italy. She currently resides in Manhattan, continuing her vocal
studies with Diana Soviero and Joan Dormemann.

“The Honolulu Symphony is truly honored to be able to present such a world-class
orchestra in this cross-cultural celebration of music. We look forward to hosting the
delegation from Guangdong, as well as the many talented artists from the Guangzhou
Symphony Orchestra, to our home stage,” said Honolulu Symphony interim President,
Gideon Toeplitz.
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